
Tree Challenge 

Directions: Find a tree that you would like to investigate. This may be a tree in your 

yard, in your neighborhood or at a local park. Take a close look at the tree, and try 

to accomplish each task listed below. Make sure you have permission and adult 

supervision to complete this tree challenge. 

 

Challenge 1 – Parts of a Tree 

- Roots: Look at the bottom of the tree. Roots grow underground, but 

sometimes roots can be seen above the ground because water or wind 

gradually move the soil and uncover the roots. Can you see any of the 

roots?  Circle your answer:     Yes     or     No 

 

- Trunk: Find the trunk of the tree. Look at the color and texture of the bark 

covering the trunk. In one sentence, describe the bark’s color and texture.  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

- Branches: Find the branches that are connected to the trunk. Count the 

tree’s branches and record the number. This tree has ________ branches. 

 

- Leaves: Leaves grow in a variety of sizes and shapes. For example, leaves 

can be wide or narrow, have multiple points, or have a specific shape like 

an oval or a heart. Describe the size and shape of the tree’s leaves in one 

complete sentence. Then, draw a picture of the leaves in the box below. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Draw a picture of the leaves in this box. 



- Flowers: Only some trees grow noticeable flowers. Therefore, you may not be 

able to find any flowers on the tree that you are investigating. Do you see 

any flowers on the tree? Circle your answer:     Yes     or     No 

 

- Seeds: Try to find the tree’s seeds. Look in the branches and also look on the 

ground around the tree. The tree’s seeds may be in seed pods, pine cones, 

or other protective coverings. The seeds may also be in the tree’s fruit. If you 

can find the tree’s seeds, draw a picture of the seeds in the box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge 2 – Deciduous Tree or Coniferous Tree 

- Classify the tree as a deciduous tree or coniferous tree. Remember to look at 

the tree’s leaves and seeds to help you classify the tree. Circle your answer:  

Deciduous Tree     or     Coniferous Tree 

 

- How did you determine if the tree is deciduous or coniferous? Explain your 

answer on the lines below. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

*If you’re interested in completing this Tree Challenge again, find a different tree to 

investigate and repeat these challenges!  

 

Draw a picture of the tree’s seeds in this box. 


