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Insect Crossword Clues 

Directions: Use the clues below to fill in the words in the insect crossword puzzle.  

1. An insect has 6 _______ attached to the thorax region of its body.  

2. This hard outer covering supports and protects an insect’s body. Part of this covering is 

composed of a substance called chitin. 

3. An insect has a pair of these structures on its head. Insects use these structures for 

smelling. 

4. Insects cannot regulate their own body temperatures. This characteristic is referred to 

as cold-blooded or ________________. 

5. Insects do not have blood, but they do have a fluid called _____________ that flows 

freely through their bodies. 

6. Many insects, such as butterflies and moths, undergo complete ________________ 

which is a process of transformation consisting of 4 stages: egg – larva – pupa – adult. 

7. During the larval stage of complete metamorphosis, butterflies and moths are called 

_________________. 

8. The __________ is the middle body region of an insect. An insect’s legs and wings 

attach to this body region.  

9. Most insects lay eggs, and their offspring hatches from these eggs. The term used to 

describe animals that lay eggs outside of their body is _________________.  

10.  Some insects undergo a process called incomplete metamorphosis. After hatching 

from an egg, the young insect looks like a smaller version of the adult insect. During this 

stage, the insect is called a ___________. 

11. An insect has ___________ body regions. (The answer is a number. Spell the number in 

the crossword.) 

12. Most insects have ________ but not all insects can fly. These structures are attached to 

the thorax region of an insect’s body. 

13. During the pupa stage in complete metamorphosis, moth caterpillars form a cocoon, 

but butterfly caterpillars form a _________________. 

14. Insects are classified as _____________ because they do not have a backbone or 

internal skeleton. 

 
 


