


 At 4,500 acres, Shelby Farms Park is one of America’s 
largest urban parks! 

  Shelby Farms Park has more than 20 lakes and ponds, 
more than 40 miles of trails, and a variety of animal and 
plant species that call the Park, “home.”

  Shelby Farms Park Conservancy is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization that manages and operates Shelby Farms 
Park and Shelby Farms Greenline.  

About Shelby Farms Park



  The animals you see at Shelby Farms Park are American Bison. Their 
scientific or Latin name is Bison bison, but they are commonly known as 
buffalo. 

  True buffalo species live in Africa and Asia. These buffalo are not the 
same species as the American bison in the United States

  "Bison" is scientifically accurate, while "buffalo" recalls this animal's central 
role in American history. Shelby Farms Park likes the term “buffalo” best, 
so we’ll stick with that term for this lesson!

Buffalo or Bison?



 An estimated 30-60 million buffalo once roamed North 
America.

  In the late 1800’s, the buffalo population significantly 
declined near the point of extinction due to multiple 
factors, including habitat loss, disease and hunting. 
During this time, the buffalo were classified as an 
endangered species.

 As a result of numerous conservation efforts, the buffalo 
population in the United States is currently stable.

History of the Buffalo



  In 1989, 6 buffalo were brought to Shelby Farms 
Park, and buffalo have lived here ever since.

 Park visitors can view the herd by walking or biking 
the Chickasaw Trail.

 Each year, Park Rangers spend approximately 
1,000 hours caring for the buffalo. Rangers also 
provide the herd with hay and supplemental feed 
in the winter.

Protecting the Buffalo





Buffalo are classified as mammals. All mammals share the 
following characteristics:
 Vertebrates – Mammals have a backbone and skeletal 
system.
  Endothermic (warm-blooded) – Mammals regulate their own 
body temperature.
 Heart and Blood – Mammals have a four-chambered heart 
to circulate blood.
  Lungs – Mammals have lungs and a diaphragm (a muscle in 
the chest that contracts and relaxes to produce breathing).

Buffalo are Mammals



 Hair or Fur – Mammals 
have hair and/or fur.
 Mammary Glands –
Mammals have these 
glands to produce milk 
for their young.

These two characteristics 
are unique to mammals.

Buffalo are Mammals



 A female buffalo’s gestation period (pregnancy) lasts 
approximately 9 months, which is very similar to humans.

Buffalo Babies

 A female buffalo typically 
gives birth to only 1 baby 
(also called a calf) at a 
time. 

 Females and their young 
usually travel together as 
a herd.



 Although an adult buffalo’s fur is brown in color, a 
buffalo is born with orange or reddish-orange fur. 

 A newly born calf will also look a bit different from its 
parents because it will not have a hump on its 
back. 

 Buffalo calves can walk within just a few hours of 
being born!

Buffalo Babies



Buffalo Babies



Fur – With the exception of newly born calves who have 
reddish-orange fur, buffalo are covered in brown fur.
  In winter, thick fur helps buffalo withstand cold 
temperatures.
 Scratching posts assist the Park’s buffalo with 
shedding their coats, especially in spring and summer.  
 You may see a buffalo rolling in mud or dirt. This 
action helps the buffalo shed fur, but it also helps 
protect them from insect bites.

Physical Appearance



Head – Buffalo can use their large heads as a snow 
plow in winter to help them uncover grass or hay.
 Buffalo have poor eyesight, but they have 
excellent hearing and sense of smell.

Horns – Both male and female buffalo have horns. 
 Horns consist of a core of bone covered by a 
substance called keratin. (In humans, keratin is 
found in our hair and nails.)
 Buffalo do NOT shed their horns.   

Physical Appearance



Hump – A buffalo’s hump is composed of bone 
(vertebrae) and muscle to help it move its head and use 
it like a snow plow. The hump is not used for storing fat.

Hooves – Buffalo can use their hooves for defense but 
also as tools to dig through snow and other matter to find 
grass.

Tail – If a buffalo’s tail is hanging down, it is calm and 
relaxed. A raised tail is a warning that the buffalo is angry 
and may charge!

Physical Appearance





Interesting Facts
  Buffalo are the largest mammals in North America.

  Male buffalo typically weigh up to 2,000lbs with a height of 6 
feet.

  Female buffalo typically weigh up to 1,000lbs with a height of 
4 – 5 feet.

  Despite their impressive weights, buffalo can run up to 35 miles 
per hour.

  Buffalo are not silent. They can roar, grunt, and bellow!





 Buffalo are herbivores (plant-eaters). Their diet consists 
of prairie grass and hay, and they spend approximately 
10 hours per day eating.

 They are also classified as ruminants. They have a 
specialized stomach allowing them to absorb nutrients 
from a variety of grasses and plant-based food. 
Stomachs of buffalo are different from humans 
because their stomachs have 4 compartments to assist 
with digestion.

What do buffalo eat?



 Shelby Farms Park’s buffalo herd is visited by 
veterinarians and are regularly given shots to help 
protect them from getting parasites.

 Buffalo typically live between 10 to 20 years of 
age, but some buffalo will live longer than 20 
years.

 At Shelby Farms Park, the buffalo herd does not 
have a natural predator here that would put the 
herd at risk of being hunted. 

Health + Longevity



Thanks for learning!
Now test your knowledge in the Buffalo Word Search that 

can be downloaded and printed from our website at 
shelbyfarmspark.org/learn

Thanks to International Paper for helping make education programs at Shelby Farms Park possible. 


